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American Government at Home

First of all, Madison claims that it is in human nature for people to form groups or
factions. Each faction is defined as a group or collection of citizens, majority or minority,
brought together by a common cause or interest that might be against the common interest of
the community or the rights granted to other citizens by the constitution (Madison Federalist
Paper Number 10). The whole premise of Madison’s paper is the harmonization of the
conflicts that are expected to happen, aptly called “the mischief of factions,” and
recommending strategies to counter it.

Madison substantiates his argument that conflicts will always occur when people get
together using human nature. Whenever people are brought together, they will inevitably
agree and disagree on different aspects of their communal life, such as religion, government,
and culture. These differences, according to Greenberg & Page (2018), will lead to the
formation of groups (factions) and pit people (and groups) against each other. Another reason
why these conflicts are expected to happen, according to Madison Federalist Paper Number
10, is the inequalities apparent in society, such as the unequal distribution of wealth and
property. Society will naturally be split between those who have access to abundant resources
and those living in relative squalor, with the latter viewing the former as discriminators.

The harmonization of these interests through political participation is the crux of the
matter and the main function of the legislative body of the government. However, it was still
expected that these expectations would not remain static but evolve into new forms, thus
changing political participation. Madison addresses this using the republican principle in
Madison Federalist Paper Number 10. He argues that any form of popular government would
be dominated by the majority and discriminate against the interests and rights of the minority.

Therefore, political participation would decrease if the republican principle is applied,

mainly through the minimization of minority participation in political discourse and decision-



making. On the other hand, majority participation would be decreased, not in number but in
the diversity of thought and ideas, as the price to pay for following the interests of the
majority. Madison, therefore, recommends two courses of action. The first course of action
would be to remove the item that brings together the majority (the uniting factor, common
interest, and purpose) to eliminate the possibility of there being a majority forming in the first
place. However, given human nature as outlined by Madison Federalist Paper Number 10,
this is impractical at best. Therefore, the second course of action would be to allow majority
representation but minimize their influence to direct political discourse and decision-making
by using their numbers (Madison Federalist Paper Number 10). Pure democracies and
schemes or representations (republics) are possible implementations of this course of action.

In a pure democracy, as described by Madison Federalist Paper Number 10, every
interest would be represented and felt by all factions (even factions of one). It effectively
means that political participation will be expected to increase due to the sheer growth in the
number of participants from diverse backgrounds and interests. In contrast, this form of
governance would be unstable as it would be at the whim of every minority and obnoxious
group (Madison Federalist Paper Number 10). Therefore, a better alternative in the form of a
republic is needed.

A republic using a scheme of representation, on the other hand, would be better,
according to Madison Federalist Paper Number 10. Therefore, political participation would
be expected to decrease due to the form this government takes. However, the decrease in
political participation is necessarily not a bad thing. A good example is a representational
government, where a group is chosen to represent public opinion. In this manner, direct
political participation will be limited to this small group. However, the diversity of their work

(as a reflection of the prevalent public opinion that is dynamic and time-variant) would create



the form where majority and minority participation in the political process is guaranteed
through the representatives.
Forms of Political Participation

As apparent from Madison Federalist Paper Number 10, there is no notion of an
individual representing themselves to participate politically. Instead, there are different
groups (factions), and their actions affect the entire government, interest groups, political
parties, and citizens. This section is, therefore, a comparative analysis of the different forms
of political participation, how likely they are to form, their common courses of action, and
their effectiveness. The definition of effectiveness would be the degree to which the group
influences the government to take their interests into account and make necessary
implementations.

Interest Groups

According to Greenberg & Page (2018), interest groups are organizations and
associations that influence government action to achieve their private interests. Interest
groups are neither part of the government nor political parties and are created from diverse
interests, disturbances, and incentives (Madison Federalist Paper Number 10; Tetens, April
14, 2020, Tetens, Dorinda. American Government 101 Course; Interest Groups Notes). There
are different reasons why interest groups, but the consensus is that they have to aim towards a
public good or a worthy cause, like environmental protection, climate change, and social
inequalities.

There are two main methods that interest groups use when taking action. The first is
inside initialization, where the group has direct contact with the government and can effect
changes, especially policy implementations directly. The second method is outside
initialization and mobilization. In this case, the interest group turns to sway public opinion to

achieve its interests. A representational democracy, as described in Madison Federalist Paper



Number 10, works by having representatives consider their interests through public opinion.
The effectiveness of these methods, therefore, varies in a case-by-case instance. For instance,
measures of effectiveness for an interest group fighting to prevent the depletion of pelagic
fishing are different from those of an interest group fighting against toxic masculinity and
women’s rights.

Political Parties

Political parties are the other means of group participation present in governing
systems. Political parties gather nominees into a party that fights for political power granted
after elections (Greenberg & Page, 2018). For a representative democracy, political parties
are ideal for furthering a party’s interest through political power (Tetens, May 12, 2020,
Tetens, Dorinda. American Government 101 Course; Political Change Notes). Therefore,
there are situations where political parties are the ideal form of political organization and
participation. A good example is when a group has its ideas on public policies that it would
like to spread using official resources, also known as programs. Therefore, a comparative
analysis is needed.

If the group were to participate using interest groups, then they would have to be
constrained by their finite available resources. On the other hand, if they were to promote
public policies using social movements, then they would have to wait for a long time (even a
decade) to enjoy the fruits of their labour. Additionally, success is not necessarily guaranteed.
With political parties, however, participation is guaranteed because once the elections have
been won, the resources used would be provided by the government. Additionally, the
political party would not have to wait a long time due to the pressure of re-elections.

However, effectiveness is contingent upon winning the election. As a result,
effectiveness for political parties has a prerequisite that said the party must win the election.

This is the main challenge because, in an election, competition is very stiff, and winning is



uncertain, despite what opinion polls indicate (Greenberg & Page, 2018; Tetens, May 26,
2020, Tetens, Dorinda. American Government 101 Course; Political Parties and Voting
Notes).

Social Movements

Social movements, unlike interest groups, are informally organized political groups
whose main forte is to use political channels to spread their message. Though informally
organized, social movements are socially more organized than interest groups (Greenberg &
Page, 2018). If the measure of effectiveness were the reach for each group, social movements
would be a more effective means for representing the interests of the whole over political
parties and interest groups. This is because the priority for political parties is to win elections,
which is not always guaranteed. On the other hand, interest groups are formally organized
with budgets, timelines, and costs. Essentially, an interest group's success depends on its
access to resources. Social movements, on the other hand, rely on neither. According to
Greenberg & Page (2018), social movements come and go depending on the situation.
Though it is not guaranteed that social movements affect any real change in public policies,
they are guaranteed to have a larger influence on the public as they rely on their members to
pick the cause and spread it using their available means. However, if the measure of
effectiveness was changed, to say, winning an election, the political parties would be the
most effective.

With this in mind, it is essential to understand that effecting change through social
movements is not an easy thing. Additionally, there is no guarantee that the social movement
will result in lasting changes in public policies (Greenberg & Page, 2018). This is because
social movements take a long time to achieve their efforts. The civil rights movement, for
example, went for a decade before receiving the payoff for all the effort and energy that went

into sustaining it and keeping it from disintegrating (Tetens, April 23, 2020, Tetens, Dorinda.



American Government 101 Course; Social Movements Notes). As mentioned earlier, social
movements are mainly dependent on public interest and opinion.
Addressing the Politics of the COVID-19 Pandemic

None of the three forms of political participation is singly suited to address the
politics of the COVID-19 pandemic. Political parties, for instance, are the worst suited of the
three. Political parties exist to win elections and are only visible to the public during elections
(Tetens, May 26, 2020, Tetens, Dorinda. American Government 101 Course; Political Parties
and Voting Notes). Additionally, given the seriousness of the pandemic, leaving it at the
hands of political parties would result in the public being taken advantage of to drive other
interests.

On the other hand, the politics of the COVID-19 pandemic have two sides. The first
side is the technical and scientific aspect dealing with ongoing research and studies to
understand the impact and potential solutions of the pandemic. To handle these politics,
interest groups would be very effective due to their formal and organized nature (Greenberg
& Page, 2018). The other side of the pandemic is the social aspect dealing with the public and
public opinion. Given that the only intervention against the pandemic is to spread awareness
and restructure the social order, social movements would be well suited. This is because
shifting public opinion is the forte of social movements (Greenberg & Page, 2018), rivalled
only by political parties (which have been eliminated as a viable option). In other words,
there are no one-size-fits to handle the politics of the COVID-19 pandemic. An integrated
approach would have to be used.

In conclusion, to manage the politics of the COVID-19 pandemic, combined efforts
by interest groups and social movements would be needed. Interest groups would be valuable
due to their formal organizational structure and utilization of resources. At the same time,

social movements would be valuable due to their potential to spread awareness of the



available interventions. While having the same potential as social movements, political

parties are eliminated because they would take advantage of the pandemic.
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