‘Study™
crumb

Surname 1

Student’s Name:
Course Number:
Instructor’s Name:
Due Date:
Business Quarter 3 Project
1. Describe the main differences between the primary, secondary, and tertiary sectors.
Give examples of how CEMEX carries out work involving each of these three sectors.
The primary sector involves extracting, processing, and using raw materials from the

source, while the secondary sector makes finished products and construction-related activities.
The tertiary sector offers services to other businesses and clients. They include finances and

transport services, among others. CEMEX is involved in all three sectors of the industry.
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The primary work done by CEMEX includes extracting raw materials from their sources,
such as the sea. The raw materials extracted include sand, crushed rock, clay, and others.
CEMEX extracts the raw materials by drilling in quarries or having rocks blasted to collect the
required raw materials.

The secondary activities carried out by CEMEX include making products needed for
construction from the extracted raw materials. CEMEX washes, grades, and crushes aggregates.
Besides, the company makes materials such as cement and asphalt, among other products. It has
established three plants that make cement. Also, several specialist plants make products such as
asphalt. Inside the three plants, clay and chalk are heated to combine them. The fusion product is
then ground to make cement.

CEMEX is involved in the tertiary sector by making deliveries across various parts of the
United Kingdom and the world at large. The firm is among the twenty best logistics companies
in the United Kingdom. CEMEX sells and distributes its end/finished products to its different
construction clients. The company makes deliveries that exceed four million annually through
various means of transport such as through water, air, and road, among others. The products are
transported to the client's construction site, which can be a school, hospital, or house. CEMEX
also provides enterprise-to-enterprise sales services to customers. The company's products are
purchased by individuals, commercial, and public contracting companies.

2. Explain what is meant by a sustainable location and evaluate some of the actions being
taken by CEMEX to locate in a sustainable way.

Sustainable location means establishing an enterprise in a way that satisfies the business,
community, and environmental needs. In most cases, industries locate their businesses in areas

close to clients or raw materials. A sustainable location helps ensure that a company can reach its
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market or the source easily and reduce transport expenses. When identifying a sustainable
location, it is important to ensure that the location has a minimal harmful impact on both the
environment and the surrounding community. Such a location could be a place where the
industry releases the least waste or makes short trips when distributing products to clients.

To locate in a sustainable manner, CEMEX has implemented several actions. The firm
moves more than 2 million tons of material annually by rail. The amount accounts for the total
amount of materials transported annually. Emissions from rail transport are five times less than
those coming from roads. Fewer emissions mean a less negative impact on the environment and
the living organisms in it, which include people. CEMEX also transports its products and
materials using water transport. They are transported through the sea and pipes located
underground. As a result, approximately four hundred trips by lorry every day are spared. This
also leads to fewer emissions into the environment, hence reducing the company's carbon print.
Using alternative fuels helps reduce the amount of electric energy consumed. It has a positive
effect on the environment. CEMEX has increased its alternative fuel consumption by
approximately 75% in the past fifteen years. Replacing some amount of clinker with other by-
products is also a sustainable location effort that has helped CEMEX reduce overexploitation of
rare minerals. The actions implemented by CEMEX represent a significant sustainable local
effort that benefits the company, the community, and the environment.

3. Give two examples of how CEMEX is contributing to sustainable performance. Show
what the benefits are to the company and the environment.

CEMEX has increased its use of other types of fuel that have a lower impact on the
environment. The company has significantly doubled its use of Climafuel since 2005 for heating

purposes. The fuel is made from waste materials such as carpets, paper, and cloth. Gathering
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waste materials for such use has provided the company with an alternative that costs less.

CEMEX is, therefore, able to channel the saved money to other activities and projects, such as

those involving expansion. The benefits of using alternative fuels extend to the environment too.

There is less waste released into landfills, and household waste is disposed of safely and

constructively. The decomposition of waste in landfills leads to the production of methane,

which is one of the greenhouse gasses responsible for global warming. Besides, fossil fuels are
conserved, so it prevents the depletion of natural resources. Future generations will require them,
and sustainability calls for their conservation because they are not renewable.

CEMEX plants trees that range between thirty thousand and fifty thousand in number
annually. The activity benefits the company in ways such as implementing corporate social
responsibility, which is essential in winning the public trust. Also, quarries formed from the
mining activities of the company are restored. It indicates the use of land in a sustainable way.
Planting trees also assists CEMEX in screening operations. The environment also benefits from
the project because trees are home to many animals and birds. They also play a major part in
mitigating the issue of global warming, which has become a significant concern in the current
world. By planting trees, CEMEX helps ensure that excess carbon dioxide released into the
atmosphere is reduced, hence diminishing the warming caused by greenhouse gasses.

4. Evaluate why a business should locate close to its raw materials and end market.
Explain your answer by referring to quarries, dredging activities, and ready-mixed
concrete.

For several vital reasons, a business should locate near the source of raw materials as well
as the end market. Cost-effectiveness is one of them. Construction companies acquire their raw

materials from quarries. Transporting vast and heavy amounts of raw materials such as concrete
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to a plant that far away means more transportation expenses. Similarly, locating far away from
the end market would cause a business to incur a lot of costs in transporting the finished
products. It is, therefore, essential for any business to locate near its source of raw materials and,
at the same time, ensure proximity to the end market to reduce costs. Therefore, expenses are
kept to a minimum while profits increase. Making a profit is the reason for the existence of any
business. The close location ensures the convenience of transporting materials from quarries and
dredging activities as well.

Locating near raw materials and consumers also helps reduce negative effects on the
environment. Transporting materials or products for short distances, especially via transport
means such as roads, ensures fewer emissions into the environment. It prevents the worsening of
the current global warming situation, which has caused adverse climate changes. As a result, a
sustainable approach that ensures the needs of the company, community, and the environment is
achieved. A close location would help ensure that the least amount of waste products/materials
are released into the environment and businesses could easily access their markets. It is essential
for financial performance. Clients can quickly get products and do not have to travel long
distances to purchase or collect their goods. Besides, they do not have to wait for long periods of
time to have their goods delivered. Long periods taken before delivery may negatively affect
consumers who might be in urgent need of construction materials such as cement and ready-

mixed concrete, among other materials.



