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While growing up, I was always interested in understanding why people think differently
and, at the same time, seem to attach different levels of value to various goods and services.
Particularly, I would watch people’s buying behaviours in grocery stores, supermarkets, or
apparel stores. Triggered by such an interest, I developed a strong passion for observation and
reading a lot of material, especially that dealing with human behaviour and psychology. I would
later learn that almost everybody in the world has an appetite for finer things in life. People
appreciate beauty and aesthetics, and generally, they are easily influenced by a friendly and

caring environment.
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Such a realization impacted me to pursue a degree in art history for my undergraduate studies. I
am applying for the Master’s program in non-profit administration because I want to get the
knowledge, and skills to manage it, as well as learn efficient resources.

My undergraduate studies at the Hobart and William Smith Colleges greatly influenced
my current self. Studying the history of art is specifically interesting because of all the
movements and shifts that have occurred since ancient times. For instance, I studied movements
such as Greek Art, Roman Art, Art Noveau, and some of the contemporary art styles like
Realism, Impressionism, and Expressionism. While these styles and movements signify the
changes and shifts in art over the years, they also manifest changes in people’s preferences and
attitudes since art is a commodity just like any other consumer product. One of the projects I did
during my undergraduate studies was titled “Art as an Innovation”. Through the project, I
discovered that as the art evolved over the years, the new styles represented novel thinking, and
that was precisely the innovation because people were coming up with more ideas that impressed
and impacted others, and which had never existed before.

An important research project I have undertaken while working in New York City and
San Francisco is the study of how the environment affects the purchase decisions of people. I
realized that the organization of space, and the way in which clients or customers are treated
greatly, influence how they make decisions in purchasing. The significance of the research
project was to help managers of various entities present their businesses and organizations
properly. As someone, with an art background, I discovered that aesthetics is very important in
any organization, whether for-profit or not. Clients tend to build a lot much more trust and

loyalty with organizations that have better organization and display abilities.
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In regard to work experience, I worked for four years in marketing in New York City and
San Francisco. I gained a vast wealth of knowledge and skills, especially in consumer behaviour.
Particularly, I spent a significant portion of my time working for non-profit organizations. For
example, in New York City, I worked for an organization that was developing a program aimed
at persuading drug addicts to quit using harmful drugs. The challenge that the managers of the
organization experienced at first was how to make the program appeal to the targeted
individuals. With my experience in art and presentation skills, I was able to advise the
management to consider incorporating creative activities in the program, such as dancing, music,
and drama sessions. The outcome was quite impressive because the program attracted a fair
amount of people. I learned that many people start using drugs probably because they are idle; if
they get activities to engage in, they can be more productive and the world can become a very
beautiful place for them.

My work experience has prompted me to focus on enrolling for graduate studies because
I see myself managing a non-profit organization one day, or might soon rise to a position of
influence in one non-profit organization. Most of the time, I have been on the frontline, often
being involved in the process of coming up with creative ideas. However, I feel that it is not
enough; I need to have skills and relevant knowledge to understand the dynamics of non-profit
organizations, how to manage people and resources, as well as how to create proper strategies.
Therefore, I believe graduate studies will improve my skills and knowledge further and make me
a better person.

As for my future and long-term goals, I would like to solve problems that affect people
through the arts and culture field. I envision myself working in either an arts, culture, or

humanities organization, and I would like to preserve the artistic and cultural heritage of my
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country. I would like to be actively involved in the preservation and commemoration of events,
places, and cultures that have been and continue to shape the nation. I believe the future
generation deserves to know their heritage. Additionally, I envision the non-profit organizations
focusing on the arts and heritage being crucial in inspiring people to be creative in diverse
spheres.

I have chosen to apply to the University of San Francisco to pursue a master’s degree in
nonprofit administration because I am passionate about building upon the success and fulfilment
I have already experienced in the art field. My academic and career goals include exploring my
creative abilities using the knowledge and skills gained from the University of San Francisco,
discussions with peers, and independent research. The University of San Francisco’s reputation
for excellence in research and administration is the catalyst for my decision in the first place. I
am particularly interested in pursuing arts and culture and considering writing a thesis on this
topic. An MA will give me the knowledge of general management skills that I need for the
successful management of nonprofits.

I am the kind of person who is keen on details, and perhaps that is the reason I was quite
watchful, especially with how people interacted with spaces while purchasing things. I believe
people, consciously or unconsciously, appreciate art and aesthetics while on their various
errands. My uncle, to a large extent, influenced my interest in art; he would display paintings in
his house, was keen on the kind of paint he used for decoration in the house, and was generally a
very organized man. I would like to start a cultural and heritage organization to preserve the
traditions and artistic expressions in my community, to help inspire people to be creative and

solve various problems.
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Lastly, my experience, creative ability, and passion give me the confidence to believe that
I am ready for graduate studies and to take on even greater responsibilities. I believe I have
reached the phase of developing my leadership skills and using them to impact communities
positively. The University of San Francisco will be crucial in helping me embark as a prominent
leader on my resolve in transforming communities through arts, culture, and heritage. Thank you
for considering my application. It will be an honour to continue my studies and pursue my

passion at the University of San Francisco.



