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Poisoned Waters Movie Review

Poisoned Waters, the PBS documentary produced by Hedrick Smith in 2009, highlights
the detrimental effects of pollution in the estuaries, with the leading focus on the Chesapeake
Bay. The bay has for a long time been an important fishing region for communities living around
it, but in the past decades, the fish and crab population has been dwindling incessantly,
compelling scientists and relevant stakeholders to probe into the issue. The events highlighted in
the documentary are related to various economic concepts. The most significant related
economic concepts are an externality, ecological vs. neo-classical vie of sustainability and the

costs and benefits of environmental protection.

°Study™
crumb

Want a paper like this?

It takes only one click to get to a top quality paper - give

us paper details and we will assign the most proficient O No plagiarism

writer to work on your task.

Order similar 7{& Tight deadline


https://app.studycrumb.com/order

Surname 2

To start with, the concept of externality refers to a benefit or cost caused by an individual
producer that is not financially received or incurred by that producer. In the documentary, the
highlighted events mainly relate to costs caused by producers who do not incur them. The
biggest problem in the documentary is the pollution of rivers draining into the Chesapeake Bay
by commercial farmers, particularly those rearing chickens in large facilities. These producers
release massive amounts of wastes that have high percentages of nitrogen and phosphorus into
the rivers, subsequently destroying fish habitats. The most appalling thing is that these producers
do not have any interventions to address the pollution and have always opposed any efforts by
individuals and agencies that try to push for legislation to curb the pollution. In the documentary,
it is stated that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was created during the Nixon
administration primarily to address issues of pollution, but the big industries immediately
opposed regulation efforts by the first head of the agency. The same problem was faced during
the Reagan administration, and it seems that EPA has never taken full charge of the process.

The runaway pollution of the Chesapeake Bay highlights a scenario where people who
are not responsible for the pollution are hit hard by the grave consequences. Many fishermen are
gradually losing their sources of livelihood because of the declining fish and crab population. If
the situation depends on the fishermen considered, one can only imagine the harmful effects of
the pollution. Additionally, people’s lives are at stake because not only the water is unsafe for
drinking, but also people can develop harmful diseases by getting into contact with it in some
areas around the bay. Consequently, several beaches which in the past attracted many people
who had come to swim have been closed. The tourism industry has also been adversely affected,

particularly along the bay. On the contrary, the large industries farming chicken and releasing



Surname 3

effluents into the rivers are enjoying supernormal profits because of the rising demand for
chicken in the U.S.

The neo-classical view of sustainability suggests that there are no upper limits for
economic growth and that a high growth strategy needs to be encouraged. On the other hand, the
ecological view of sustainability proposes that high economic growth exacerbates damage to
nature and the environment. The commercial chicken producers in the documentary seem to
believe in the neo-classical view because many of them are oblivious to their actions and the
consequences to the environment. Despite the calls for control and regulation of their activities,
many of the producers have always collaborated and lobbied legislators to curtail any policies
aimed at curbing their activities. Conservationists, scientists, and agencies involved in the
protection of the Chesapeake Bay believe in the ecological view of sustainability, and some of
them argue that capitalism is partly to blame for the deterioration of nature (. They believe the
relevant bodies, especially Congress, have allowed some, once family-owned, businesses to
grow to the extent of acquiring formidable power that has hindered sustainability efforts. They
argue that if capitalism is not controlled and the commercial farmers’ activities are not regulated,
the ecological system will be damaged, and people will be adversely affected.

The concept of costs and benefits of environmental protection relates to the evaluation of
the input into environmental protection and the positive outcomes. As the documentary shows,
some costs can be high, especially those regarding putting up water treatment plants to clean the
already polluted rivers. However, the costs can be low if interventions are created early enough.
For instance, if the relevant bodies compel the agricultural producers to look for alternative
means of treating their wastes, there will be no need for putting up treatment plants. The overall

benefit is the conservation and protection of nature. Nature, in this case, refers to aspects such as



Surname 4

plants and animals which play a prominent role in ecological balance. The fishing industry may
boom, and people’s jobs may be restored. Most significantly, people’s health will no longer be
threatened when they drink water from the rivers or come into contact with it on the beaches.

In conclusion, the documentary is supposed to raise a certain amount of awareness and
probably invoke government action against polluters. The commercial farmers do not want to
take responsibility for their actions, leaving seemingly powerless communities exposed and
vulnerable to the deleterious effects of pollution. It is essential for relevant federal, state, and
local authorities to take charge of the environmental protection role and regulate the activities of
these producers. Motivation for profit should not be a cause of environmental neglect and

damage.
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