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The Texas Declaration of Independence and Today’s Protests

The 1836 Texas Declaration of Independence was the fourth convention in the Texas
Revolution by young American immigrants against Mexican centralism and governance. It was a
form of protest intended to regain the Texians' independence. Today, having attained
independence, nations experience various forms of complaints resulting from internal affairs,
such as income inequalities and corruption. Due to transformations through time, there are

significant disparities between the 1836 Texas protests and today’s protests.
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However, some aspects remain the same.

One of the differences is that, unlike most modern protests that conduct constitutional-
based demonstrations, the Texians’ declaration of independence used unconstitutional strategies.
Texas’ status was undermined by the ruling constitution, created by the Spanish and amended by
the Mexicans since their moves focused on changing it and taking over the reign. Another
difference is that the 1836 Texas declaration applied systematic protocols in offices and
basement camps for more than two weeks, while today’s protests mainly involve demonstrations
by blocking roads and closing marketplaces. The Texas convention members spend the majority
of their time in offices and camps preparing committee drafts and arming all males between the
ages of 17 and 55 (Crisp 496). Today, most demonstrations against bad governance at
workstations or by the state government are held by ordinary members of the public, such as
workers and feminists. On the other hand, back then, Texas involved great people in society,

such as politicians, ministers, and American supporters, to protest the harsh Mexican rule.

Nevertheless, there are many similarities between both forms of protesting. The first one
is that racial injustices have played a key role in their occurrence on most occasions. In 1836, the
Texians faced social and political injustices from their Mexican counterparts. Today, many
protests against racial injustices have been experienced worldwide, such as the protests related to
police brutality against African Americans. As for the forms, today’s protests involve rioting,
firing guns, and damaging public properties, which results in many casualties ("Special Issue on
Street Protests and Human Rights" 3). Similarly, in 1836, while real protestors were drafting

their strategies, Santa Anna forced his army to subdue the east of Texas.
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In conclusion, the passage of time has caused many changes to the ways people handle
the aspect of protesting. On acquiring independence, nations have built their own constitutions
that govern every activity, including protests. Also, most demonstrations today are done in open
places to seek leaders’ attention, unlike the Texas Declaration of 1836, which plainly overthrew
the ruling Mexicans instead of demanding their involvement. However, some aspects, like racial

injustices and media views of protestors, have been carried down through time.
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