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Rufo, C. (2018). The politics of ruinous compassion: How Seattle’s homelessness policy
perpetuates the crisis and how we can fix it--a Discovery Institute white paper.

Discovery Institute. https://www.discovery.org/a/20243/

The article by Christopher Rufo points out the failure of the administration of Seattle
to address homelessness in the city and the entire King County. According to this article, the
poor public policies and inverted ideological capture perpetuate the problem within the
neighbourhood. Nearly 11643 people in the Emerald City spend their nights in emergency
shelters and tents, indicating the region's depth of homelessness. As a result, property crime
has reached disproportionate levels, exceeding traditionally known crime dens of Los
Angeles and New York. Although the city spends a staggering $100000 on homeless person
incentives per year, the problem persists. Thus, Rufo recommends a radical policy that scraps
financial incentives and dismantles emergency settlements for homeless households and
criminalizes drug abuse and public camping. This article is relevant for this study in many
ways as it shows the extent of homelessness in the city, the failed strategies to address public

health, and potential solutions to the problem.

Williams, S. M., Chapman, D., & Lando, J. (2005, September 2). The role of public

health in mental health promotion. Centres for Disease Control and

Prevention. https://www.cdc.gov/immwr/preview/ mmwrhtml/mmb5434al.htm

Williams, Chapman, and Lando are CDC researchers focusing on mental health issues
in the US and globally. In this article, Wiliams et al. state that the global prevalence rate of
mental illnesses stands at nearly 450 million people while there is expected to be close to a

quarter of the population of people with the behavioural disorder. A further 22% of the US



population have mental disorders, with anxiety issues accounting for 29% of this number.
The authors indicate that mental illnesses are rarely taken as seriously as physical health.
Thus, most people unconsciously sacrifice their mental well-being. This increases the
prevalence of mental well-being’s adverse effects such as depression, chronic illnesses, and
behavioural risks. This article is relevant to creating the community policy action plan since
homelessness and mental illnesses correlate. Thus, positive strides toward controlling

homelessness also enhance the mental well-being of the public.

Barrett, D. H., Ortmann, L. H., Dawson, A., Saenz, C., Reis, A., & Bolan, G. (Eds.)

(2016). Public health ethics: Cases spanning the globe. Springer Nature.

http:/library.lol/main/797A466F7F51573D97DDAAEDG6F335A3E

In this book, Barret et al. talk about some of the ethical dilemmas and issues that
people practising public health are likely to encounter and support their points with
instructions, dialogues, and debates on public health ethics. The authors also address
emerging issues in public health ethics as this is a relatively new field of study and practice,
with several new issues emanating daily. The book employs realistic cases to enlighten
practical expectations for people practising public health. Thus, Barret et al. use the book to
create public understanding and awareness of the ethical issues relating to public healthcare.
This book will be useful for this research as it addresses a very pertinent and often ignored

issue in public health planning and development: ethics.

Smith-Maddox, R., Brown, L. E., Kratz, S., & Newmyer, R. (2020). Developing a policy
advocacy practice for preventing and ending homelessness. Journal of Social

Work Education, 56(1), S4-S15. https://doi.org/10.1080/10437797.2020.1723761

The article by Smith-Maddox et al. offers a pedagogical approach that is valuable in

developing all-around action plans and policies to eliminate homelessness. In this article,



Smith-Maddox et al. cite policy advocacy campaigns, social issues, and social media as
techniques useful in eliminating homelessness. Achieving success in these advocacy
strategies requires basic skills in stakeholder analysis, intersectionality, and policy. The
authors create a fifteen-week training on Social Change and Policy Advocacy to equip
stakeholders with all the requisite skills in developing an action plan to address and eliminate
homelessness. This article's contents are particularly important in this study in that the
authors identify all the stakeholders required to develop and affect the expected action plan.
The article also advises on the basic training for each stakeholder and their base skills for the

project.

Daniels, N. (2016). Resource allocation and priority setting. In Barrett, D. H., Ortmann,
L. H., Dawson, A., Saenz, C., Reis, A., & Bolan, G. (Eds.), Public health ethics:

Cases spanning the globe. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-

23847-0_3

The article by Norman Daniels addresses pertinent issues regarding allocating
resources to public healthcare systems in the US and on a global scale. Daniel acknowledges
the pressures on public medical systems brought about by the rising costs and dwindling
resources. The constrained allocation of resources and investments by the federal, state, and
county governments and the downward spiral of the world’s economy collectively make the
situation worse. The author cites various practical cases to enlighten on priority setting and
resource allocation in public health systems. The article is important for this study because
priority setting and resource allocation play important roles in policymaking. Thus,
addressing homelessness requires a concerted effort by various entities as well as resource

allocation criteria prioritizing the issue.



